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The King's S to 5 Earl 


of Leven produced, and ordered to 
be recorded. 7 


22 20 10 22. 1755 3. 


VIE General Aſſembly of > this National Church 
being convened and conſtituted, there was pro- 
duced to them, by the Right Honourable Da- 
VID Earl of Leven, the King's Commiſſion, 
| ſealed with the. Seal appointed: by the Treaty of Union 
to be e bl Nan Were in N e in . of the Great 


J* 


1 50 e e Seal 


_ The Ads of the 


Seal of Scotland, making and conſtituting him his Maje- 
ſty's High Commiſſioner and Repreſentative in this Aſ- 


ſembly ; which commiſhon was publicly read with all 
due honour and reſpect, and ordered to be recorded in 
the Books of Aſſembly. The tenor whereof follows : 


f EORGTUS, Dei gratia, Magne Brilanniæ, Franciæ, 
et Hiberniæ Rex, Fide: Defenſor : Ommbus probis ho- 
minibus, ad quos prefentes literæ noflir@ pervenermt, ſalutem. 
Duandoguidem nos conſiderantes, quod generals ecclgia Scotiæ 
conventus in vigeſimo ſecundo die Mali inſtantis conventre ordi— 
nalus fult ; ug etiam abunde cupidi, quinetiam necefſarium 
e judicantes in commodum dictæ ecclefia, ut idem generaliraec- 
cleſre conventus, die flatuto debite ober vetur, aligut rebus mugni 
momenti nos alio vocantibus, dicto conventui perſonaliter intereſſe 


nequimus ; noſque abunde ſatigfucti de fidelitate et fufficientia 


"fideliffimi et dile&ifſimi noſtri conſanguinei, Davidis Comitis de 


Leven, quod ad ſummum munits noftri ſupremi Commiſſionarii ad 


dictum generalem conventum rite exercendum et obeundum uſque- 
guaqus fit inſtructus: Noveritts igitur, nos tenore præſentium, no- 


minaſſe, % et ordina/ſ}e, ficuti nos tenore prejentium non- 


namus, conſiitumus, et ordinamus, memoratitm Fiadeliſimum et dilec- 


tiſſimum noſtrum conſanguineum Davidem Comitem de Leven, 


ſupremum noſirum Commiſſionarium aifto general eccleſiæ Sco- 


tie conventui, dando et concedendo illi ptenam noftram potefta- 
"Tem, commiſſionem, et warrantum, ſacram noſtram perſonam et 

authoritatem regalem repreſentandi, nec non preſentiam noſtram 
ſupplendi, et locum naſtrum in dico ſubſequente generali conventu, 


 tanquam Commiſſionario nofiro ad hunc effeum ſpecialiter conſli- 


tuto, tenendi, omniaque alia ad imperium ef nunus Commiſſioner! 


pre general eccleſie conventu peragendi, tam plene, adeague libere 
in quovis reſpectu, quam quilibet | abus in codem ſummo munere 


ecerat, ſeu quo vis tempore præterito facere potuerat, vel ac fi 
nos ipſi perſonaliter preſentes facere potuerimus.” Quæque omnia 
et fingula ab antedicto Davide Comite de Leven, in hac noſtra 


commiſſione proſequenda legitime ſucta, ſeu fieri ordinata nos 
Armiter approbamus, et habituri Jumus. Ommibus et ſingul 
Super dictæ ecclefie paſtoribus, et preſbyteris ceteriſque, ſubditis 


1s in- 


noſiris, intra illum pariem Magne Britannie \Scatiam voca- 


tam, cujuſcunque, gradus ſeu qualitatis, ut diftum Davidem 


Comitem de Leven, ianguum ſupremum ' noſirum Commiſ- 
ſionarium, quoad effeftum et modum ſupra mentionatum reverean- 


tur, agnoſcant, et difto iffurs audientes ſe prebeant, firifte manda- 


mus et precipimus : Aique hanc noſiram cummiſſionem, a dio vi- 


Jeſimo ſecundo die Maii inflantis incipere, et deinceßs durante 
vac ſubſequente ſeſſione difti generalis conventus, in vigore conti- 


nuare 
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General Afenbhy, 3383; 5 


nuare declaramus, * u/que dum a nobis revocabilur, et exone- 


rabitur. In cujus rei teſlimonium preſentibus, ſigillum noſtrum 
fer Unionis trattatum cuſtodiend. et in Scotia, vice et loco Ma- 


gni Sigilli ejuſdem utend. ordinat. append: mandavimus ; apud 
aulam ngſtram apud St Fames's, quinto die menſis Maii, anno 


Domini "milleſimo ſeptingenigſimo et oftogeſimo-tertio, regnique 
noſiri anno vigeſimo-tertio. Per h gnaturam manu S. D. N. 


regis ſupraſcripi. 5 
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II. 


The Kino? 8 moſt gracious Letter t to the 
General Aſſembly, preſented to them 
by his e 8 Commiſſioner. - 
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Row REVEREND and Well-beloved, We greet you 


well. Having the moſt entire confidence in your duty, 
loyalty and affection to Our Perſon and Government, and 
being convinced of your unwearied attention to the cauſe 
of Virtue, Piety, and Religion, We take this opportunity 
of aſſuring you of Our fixed purpoſe and reſolution to 


ſupport the Preſbyterian Church of Scotland, in the full 


enjoyment of all its Privileges as by Law eſtabliſhed. 


| Convinced that you bring with you the beſt learns | 
for promoting the happineſs of my Government, and the 
true intereſt of the Church whereof you are members, 


We have great ſatisfaction in countenancing your preſent 


meeting with Our Royal Authority. 


As the preventing the growth of Popery, ſo repugnant 


ro the conſtitution of my Kingdoms, and the ſuppreſ- 


ſing all vice and immorality, ſo deſtructive to Chriſtiani- 
ty, are objects which will diſtinguiſh your zeal in the 
advancement of true Religion, and in all which you will 
always meet with my ſteady concurrence; ſo the avoid- 
ing all unneceſſary debates and contentions amongſt 
yourſelves will be equal proofs of, what We have hither- 

or WT to 


—— ——————_—— 
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ro experienced, your great prudence, wiſdom, and mo- 
deration. _ 

As you cannot but be highly ſenſible of the benefits 

which will ariſe from the ineſtimable bleſſings of Peace, 

We make no doubt but you will think that an humble 

gratitude is due to Almighty God for theſe and other 

Mercies which His Divine Providence has lately vouch- 

ſafed to Us. 

We are perſuaded that you will conſcientiouſly diſcharge 

your duties to the people committed to your care, by in- 

fuſing ſuch principles into their minds, as their hol 

Religion dictates, and which are the beſt adapted to the 

ſecurity of Our happy conſtitution, and their and Our 

moſt valuable intereſts both here and hereafter. 

We have appointed Our Right Truſty and Right Well 

beloved Couſin, David Earl of Leven, to repreſent Our 

Royal Perfon in this Aſſembly, being well ſatisfied of 

his loyalty, integrity and zeal for Our ſervice, and of 

his particular affection for the Church of Scotland, ſo 

that Our choice of him eannot but be agreeable to you. 

- And We truſt that this meeting will be concluded with 

the ſame unanimity and brotherly affection which have 

diſtinguiſhed your former Aſſemblies. And ſo. We bid 

you heartily farewel. 8 | 

"Given at Our Court at st Jaitie me bel ye 40 

"of May 1783, in the eee Yer of 

Out Reign. l Arise 


Z 


0 his Majeſty! 8 Command, 
N 0 R T * 
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III. 


The General Aſſembly's Anſwer to the 
King's moſt gracious Letter. 


M a y it pleaſe your Majeſty, 


-0U R Majeſty” s moſt graeious letter to this General 

Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, was received 
wth the reſpect and gratitude. due to this renewed proet | 
of your Royal favour. 

Your Majeſty's confidence in our loyaley'p to the beſt of 
8 and in our attachment to the intereſts of re- 
ligion, we feel as a moſt pleaſing recompence of our paſt 
conduct; and your Royal affurance that it is your fixed 
purpoſe and reſolution to ſupport chis Church in all its 
privileges, we confider as a moſt powerful eee to 
perſevere in fulfilling your Majeſty's deſire. 

May it pleaſe: your Majeſty to accept our mat affoe= 
tionate gratitude for this freſh proof of your goodneſs in 
countenancing our preſent e Form Royal. au- 
thority. 
| To prevent the growth of Popery, at once ſo repugnant 
to the conſtitution of theſe kingdoms, and to the holy 
and beneficent ſpirit of the Goſpel, is an object worthy 
of our conſtant zeal; and to this, together with the ſup- 
preſſing of all vice and immorality; we reſolve, in the 
ſtrength of God, to exert our ſtrenuous endeavours; ani- 
mated to ſo good a work by the declaration of your Maje- 
ſty's ſteady concurrence. In this honourable employment, 
and in avoiding all unneceſſary, debates and contentions 
amongſt ourſelves, permit us to hope, that your Majeſ- 
ty's experience of the prudence, wiſdom, and moderation 
of former Aſſemblies, will be received as a pledge of our 
firm purpoſe to cultivate the ſame ſpirit in our preſence 
meeting. 

We beg leave to return our humble thanks to your 
Majeſty for your perſevering attention to the increaſe of 
Chriſtian knowledge, and the intereſts of the reforma- 
tion in the remote parts of Scotland. Your Royal dona- 

: | tion 
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tion for this purpoſe, it ſhall be our endeavour to apply 
in ſuch a manner as may beſt promote the generous and 
pious intention with which it is beſtowed. | 

Your Majeſty's well-known affection to your people, 
teacheth us to repoſe an entire confidence in the wiſdom 
of thoſe counſels that have induced your Majeſty to re- 
ſtore to theſe kingdoms the bleſſings of Peace. For which, 
and for all the other Mercies of a gracious Providence, 
we deſire to expreſs our thankfulneſs to Almighty God, 


and to ſtir up a like 85 in the people committed to our 


care. - 
The inviolable attachment of his Noble Anceſtors to the 


civil and religious liberties of their country, and in par- 
ticular to the eh of Scotland, his own exemplary re- 
gard to Religion, and warm affection to this Church, to- 
gether with his many other amiable qualities and Chri- 
ſtian virtues, make your Majeſty s choice of the Earl of 
Leven, to repreſent your Royal Perſon in this . 


moſt acceptable to us. 
That the King of Kings may eſtabliſh your Majeſty's 


Throne in Righteouſneſs and Mercy : That he may pre- 
ſerve you long to reign over a free, grateful and affection- 
ate people: That all your, Councils may be wiſe and pro- 
ſperous: That he may bleſs your Majeſty in your Perſon 
and in your Family; and that when at length you ſhall 
relinquiſh an earthly crown, you may receive that which 
fadeth not away, through Alus Chriſt our Lord, are e the 


earneſt Prayers of, 


\ May i it pleaſe your Majeſty, 
Your Majeſty's moſt faithful, 
Moſt obedient, | 
And moſt loyal ſubjecks, Ahle 
The Miniſters and Elders met in this National 


e of the Church of Scotland. 


Signed 1 in our name, 
In our preſence, 1 
And at our appointment, by 


HENRY GRIEVE, Moderator. 


. 
7 
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i Eu 
The General Aſſembly's Addreſs to his 
Majeſty, on the Peace. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 


LT7E your Majeſty's moſt loyal and dutiful ſubjects, 

the Miniſters and Elders met in the General Aſ- 
ſembly of the Church of Scotland, beg leave to addreſs 
your Majeſty, with hearts full of affection and attach- 
ment, and with the moſt grateful ſenſe of your Majeſty's 
paternal goodneſs, in having purſued meaſures, by which, 
under God, we now enjoy the ineſtimable bleſſing of 


Peace: A bleſſing at all times defirable, but eſpecially at 


a time, when this country, preſſed by a powerful confe- 
deracy of its inveterate enemies, united*with its former 
ſubjects and old allies, were alſo afflicted with an un- 
common degree of ſcarcity of. proviſions. = 
At the end of a war leſs ſucceſsful than former wars 
have been, we confider ourſelves as ſpecially called upon 
by the Providence of God, to exert ourſelves in the diſ- 
charge of our duty, and to cultivate in the minds of the 
people committed to our care, thoſe ſentiments of re- 
ligion and virtue, which form the hearts of men to that 
righteouſneſs which exalteth a nation. | 6s | 
We are happy in being able to aſfure your Majeſty of 
the unaltered affection of the people of this part of the 
united kingdom to your Majeſty's Perſon, and Govern- 
ment, and of their zeal for. your illuſtrious Family, under 
whoſe mild admmiſtration they have ſo long enjoyed 
the bleſſings of civil and religious hberty. _ g 
That Almighty God, the King of Kings, and the Ru- 
ler of all the nations of men, may continually have your 


Majeſty under his Divine protection: That he may bleſs 


— 


you in your Perſon and in your Family: That he may 


reward your Majeſty's private virtues with domeſtic fe- 
licity, and your mild Government with, the love and fi- 
delity of your fubjects: That your Reign may be long, 
happy and proſperous; and that at laſt your Majeſty 

| C | may, 


ä I 


Pe Scott at Inne 
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may, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, receive a crown of 
glory, are the earnelt prayers of, 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, - 
Your Majeſty's moſt faithful, 
Moſt obedient, 
| And moſt loyal ſubjects, 
The Miniſters and Elders met in this National 
Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, 


Signed in our name, 
In our preſence, * 
And at our Ire by 


HENRY GRIEVE, Moderator. 


eee tt (44442 
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V. 


Commiſion to fone Miniſters and Ruling 
Elders, for the Reformation of the 


Highlands and Iflands of Scotland, 
and for managing his Majeſty's Royal 
Bounty for that end. 


THE General Aſſembly did, and hereby do, nominate 
and appoint the Reverend Dr Henry Grieve, mi- 
niſter of the Goſpel at Dalkeith, their Moderator, all the 
miniſters who are members of the Preſbytery of Edin- 
burgh, Mr John Mathiſon at Kilmuir Eaſter, Mr Daniel 
Roſe at Dingwall, Mr Patrick Grant at Boleſkin, Mr Do- 
nald M*Queen at Kilmuir, Mr John M*Leod at Harris, 
Mr Colin MTver at Glenelg, Mr George Ranmie at Creech, 
Mr William M'Kenzie at Tong, Mr Joſeph Taylor at 
Wattin, Mr George Barry at Kirkwall, Mr Patrick Barelay 
at Sandſting, anche Lindſay at Kirkliſton, Mr Ro- 
bey * ne Ae Carlyle at In- 


vereſk, 
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vereſk, Mr John Trotter at PriſMiapumi Mr Selby Ord. 
At Longformacus, Mr George Home at Ayton, Mr Wil- 
liam Sheills at Weſtruther, Mr james Erſkine at Rober- 
ton, Mr james Yorſton at Middlebie, Dr John Burgeſs 
at Kirkmichael, Mr John Thomſon at Sanquhar, Mr 
Bryce Johnſton at Holywood, Mr Nathaniel MKie at 
Balmaclellan, Mr Henry Blane at Stonykirk, Mr. John 
 MMath at Torbolton, Mr William Boyd at Fenwick, 
Mr John Monteith, junior, at Houſton, Mr John Scott at 
Strathaven, Mr John M*Call at Glaſgow, Mr John MfAu- 
lay at Cardroſs, Mr Archibald MLea at Rothſay, Mr 
Alexander Hollack at Jura, Mr Paul Fraſer at Craigniſh, 
Mr Patrick M Arthur at Toroſay, Mr Peter Stewart at 
Killin, Mr Alexander Duff at Tippermuir, Mr Robert 
Ure at Airth, Mr John Braid at Dunning, Mr James 
Robertſon at Calender, Mr David Balfour at Torryburn, 
Mr Andrew Murray at Auchterderren, Mr Peter Barclay 
at Kettle, Principal MCormick at St Andrews, Profeſ- 
ſor George Hill there, Dr James Playfair at Meigle, Mr 
John Bruce at Forfar, Mr John Millar at Inchture, Mr 
William Milligan at Kirkden, Mr Charles Niſbet at Mon- 
troſe, Mr William Walker at Eccleſgreig, Mr James For- 
ſyth at Belhelvie, Mr John Ramſay at Strachan, Mr 
Bazil Anderſon at Old Dear, Mr Alexander Chal- 
mers at Cairney, Mr John Grant at Abernethy, Mr 
james Gillon at Kinloſs, Mr Alexander Fraſer at Kirk- 
hill, Mr Colin Campbell at Renfrew, miniſters ; Bai- 
lie John Walker, Mr Chalmers of Larbert, Mr Fra- 
ſer of Gortoleg, Mr Andrew Croſbie advocate, the 
Procurator, Mr M*Kenzie of Applecroſs, Profeſſor 
Hugh M*Leod, Mr John Moſſman merchant in Edin- 
burgh, Mr James Horn writer to the Signet, Bailie Da- 
niel Miller in Canongate, Mr Robert Cullen advocate, 
Profeſſor Andrew Dalziel in Edinburgh, Bailie James | 
Dickſon in Edinburgh, Bailie William Galloway there, 
the Lord Provolt of Edinburgh, Convener Fraſer there, 
Profeflor John Walker, John Home, Eſq; Mr Dickſon of 
Coulter, the Lord Chief Baron, Mr Hamilton of Spittle- 
haugh, the Lord Preſident, C harles Brown of Coalſton, 
Eſq; Mr George Buchan-Hepburn advocate, Mr Hunter 
of Thurſton, the Lord Advocate, Mr Robert Dundas ad- 
vocate, Mr Mark Pringle, advocate, Mr John Gloag mer- 
chant in Edinburgh, Mr Walter Scott merchant there, 
Mr James Saunders writer to the Signet, Alexander Fer- 
guſon of Craigdarroch, Eſq; Mr William Chalmers ſur- 
geon in Edinburgh, Bailie James Torry there, Convener. 
John 
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John Lindſay there, Profeſſor Dugald Stewart there, Mr 
John Haddoway, the Earl of Hyndford, Mr Alexander 
Wight advocate, Mr Archibald Campbell advocate, Sir 
James Colquhoun of Luſs, Bart. James Colquhoun 
younger of Luſs, Eſq; John Lamont of Lamont, Eſq; 
Mr Lamont of Knockdow, Mr Archibald Fletcher writer 
in Edinburgh, Donald M*Lauchlan of M*Lauchlan, Eſq; 
Allan M*Dougall of Galanich, Eſq; Mr Elder of Logie, Sir 
John Belſches, Bart. Mr Morehead of Herbertſhire, Bailie 
Gentle, Dr John Steedman, Edinburgh, Mr John Erſkine 
advocate, Major Melvill of Cairnie, Mr Ayton of Kippo, 
Dr Andrew Duncan, Edinburgh, David Stewart, Eſq; 
Mr Richard Lake writer to the Signet, Mr Thomae 
Duncan writer to the Signet, Mr Alexander Bur- 
net advocate, Captain Robert Moodie of Springfield, 
James Cunningham of Hyndhope,. Eſq; Mr M Do- 
nald of Rinetton, Mr John Taylor writer to the Sig- 
net, Mr Alexander Forbes writer in Edinburgh, Mr 
Grant of Hilton, Dr Gregory Grant phyſician, Edin- 
burgh, Mr Thomas Gordon writer there, Mr Simon 
Fraſer advocate, Dr James Williamſon, the Honourable 
Henry Erſkine advocate, Ruling Elders, to be a Com- 
mittee of this Aſſembly, for the reformation of the 
Highlands and Iſlands of Scotland, for promoting the 
knowledge of true religion, ſuppreſſing Popery and pro- 
faneneſs, and for managing the Royal Bounty, for theſe 
ends, according to, and in terms of his Majeſty's grant 
to this Aſſembly. In proſecution of which purpoſes, the 
Committee are to appoint Preachers and Catechiſts, to go 
to ſuch places as they ſhall find, upon due information, 
to be the moſt proper, according to his Majeſty's deſign 
expreſſed in his warrant; and, in fo doing, that they 
have particular regard to ſuch pariſhes in South Uiſt, 
Small Ifles, Glenco, Harris, the countries. of Moidart, 
Glengary, and Lochaber, and the other pariſhes of the 
Synods of Glenelg and Argyle, which the Committee ſhall 
find, by reaſon of the vaſt extent, by the prevalency of 
Popery and ignorance, and other unhappy circumſtances, 
to be in the greateſt diſtreſs: And they ſhall take care, 
that the perſons they employ be certified, and found, up- 
on due trial, to be properly qualified for theſe reſpective 
f offices, of good abilities for the ſame, of a pious life and 
converſation, prudent, of undoubted loyalty to his Ma- | 
jeſty, and of competent {kill in the principles of Divinity, 
and particularly in Popiſh controverſies : Such Preachers 
and Catechiſts being hereby appointed to be ſubject to, 


and 
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and under the inſpection. of the Preſbyteries of the bounds 
to which they are ſent, who are to take care that the or- 


ders of the Committee be duly obſerved by them. And 


the Preachers are alſo appointed to catechiſe, and both 
they and the catechiſts to inſtruct the people from houſe 
to houſe, and to viſit the ſick; and, in all their labour, 
among the people, to be careful to teach them the prin- 
ciples and duties of the true Chriſtian Proteſtant religion, 


and the obligations they are under to duty and loyalty to 
our Sovereign King George, and obedience to the laws: 


And the Committee are empowered to give them ſuch in- 
ſtructions, as to their work and behaviour, as they ſhall 
judge meet; which inſtructions the Preachers and ca- 
techiſts are hereby. ordered to obey. The General Aſ- 
{embly do further appoint the ſaid Commirtee, to have a 
particular regard in their proceedings, to the regulations 


agreed upon by the Committee of the Aſſembly for ma- 


naging the Royal Bounty, on the Zzoth of September 

1730, approven hy frequent Aſſemblies: And to take 
care that Preſbyteries, and others concerned, obſerve the 
ſame, which they are hereby ordered to do; Particular- 
ly, the Aſſembly ordains the ſeveral Preſbyteries to in- 
fert in their regiſters, the Committee s appointments of 
the deſignations, ſalaries, and ſtations of the ſeveral 
miſſionaries, and to have an exact regard thereto, in all 
the letters they ſhall write about the ſaid miſſionaries, 
and in giving of certificates to them; and to direct all 
their letters, concerning miſſionaries in their bounds, 
only to the Moderator of the Committee; which letters 
ſhall be ſigned, at the appointment of the Preſpytery, by 
the Moderator or Clerk thereof: And the Aſſembly does 
diſcharge any payment to be made of the ſalaries of the 
miſſionaries, except upon receipts from the miſſionaries 
themſelves, and upon certificates from the Preſpyteries, 
bearing, That they have ſerved for the time mentioned 
in the receipts; And that every catechiſt, who receives 
a ſalary from the Royal Bounty, on condition that the 
pariſhioners or gentlemen of the diſtrict ſhall pay a cer- 
tain ſum in aid of ſuch ſalary, ſhall inſert, in the body 
of his receipt to the caſhier, a declaration that he has 
received the particular ſum, ſpecified z- and that the at- 


teſtation of the Preſbytery ſhall in like manner bear, that 


the catechiſt has received the ſtipulated ſum! which the 
Committee make the condition of his appointment; it 
being underſtood by this reſolution, that the ſeveral ſta- 


tions, with regard to which ſuch conditions were origi- 
1 | i 4, | nally 
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mally-made by the Committee, when no ſuch declaration 
of the catechiſt, or atteſtation of the Preſbytery, as is 
now propoſed, is received by the caſhier, thall be after- 
wards ſuppreſſed by the Committee, though the catechiſt 
ſhall, notwithſtanding, receive the ſalary for the time he 
is certified to have performed his duty. That a journal 
of the itinerant's labours in the miniſtry, of the miſſion 
committed to him, be written on the back of the Preſ- 
bytery's certificate, and ſigned by him, as the ground 
on which the Preſbytery have granted him ſaid certifi- 
cate. The General Afſembly do alſo empower the ſaid 
Committee to apply, for the purpoſes above mentioned, 
what” may remain of the laſt year's Royal Bounty nor 
diſpoſed of, by reaſon of any of the miſſionaries not ful- 
filling the appointments laid upon them; and that they 
are to keep a regiſter of their proceedings, and like- 
' wiſe diſtinct books of accompts, how the foreſaid money 
is : beſtowed, which ſhall be patent to any concerned 
who pleaſe to inſpet the ſame. - Of the perſons above 
named as members of this Committee, five are declared 
to be a quorum, whereof three are to be miniſters. 
But it is hereby appointed, That at the quarterly meet- 
ing of the Committee, in which the ſcheme or eſtabliſh- 
ment of miſſionaries for the enſuing year is to be appro- 
ved and determined, not leſs than fourteen ſhall be the 
quorum, whereof nine ſhall be miniſters; and the ſaid 
Committee are appointed to have their general meetings 
at Edinburgh, the firſt lawful day after the adjournment 
of each of the four ſtated diets of the Commiſſion of the 
General Aſſembly, within the Aſſembly ayle, at ten of the 
clock in the forenoon, except that day ſhall fall to be Sa- 
turday, and then the meeting ſhall be upon Monday next 
thereafter, at the ſaid hour; with power to the ſaid Com- 
mittee to adjourn themſelves to ſuch times and places as 
they ſhall find moſt needful and convenient: And they 
are to keep a correſpondence with the Commiſſion of the 
General Aﬀembly, and the Society for propagating: Chri- 
ſtian Knowledge, and their Committee of Directors, and 
to take their advice and aſſiſtance; and alſo to correſpond 
with the Synods and Preſbyteries concerned. They are 
likewiſe inſtruQed and empowered, as they ſhall ſee cauſe, 
to apply to the Government, or any Magiſtrate, for aſſiſt- 
ance and ſupport in carrying on the deſign of the com- 
miſſion now given to them. And the General Aſſembly 
do appoint Mr William Robertſon advocate, Procurator 
for the Church, and Receiver of the foreſaid Royal Boun- 
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ty, to pay out the ſame as he ſhall be directed and or- 


dered by the forefaid Committee, and according to their 


rules. And the ſaid Committee are appointed to examine 
the accompts of the diſtribution of the Royal Bounty, and 
lay the ſame before the Lords Commithioners of his Ma- 
jeſty's Treaſury, or the Barons of his Majeſty's Court of 
Exchequer, and to report their diligence to the General 
Aſſembly, to whom they are to be accountable. And it 


is agreed, That no perſon once employed and inſert in 


the ſcheme, ſhall be ſtruck out thereof for that year, but 


= 


by the quorum of at leaſt fourteen, whereof nine to be 
miniſters; and in caſe any complaint ſhall be made againſt 
any of them on the ſcheme, it ſhall not be determined 
the firſt ordinary meeting that the ſame is offered, but 
it ſhall lie on the table till another meeting; and in the 
mean time, the perſon complained of, and the Preſby- 
tery of the bounds wherein he officiates, ſhall be ac- 
quainted of ſuch complaint, and thoſe concerned be re- 
quired. to ſend to the ſaid Committee a juſt account of 
the matter againſt the next meeting. And it is further 
appointed, That after the yearly ſcheme of miſſionaries 
on the Royal Bounty is ſettled. in manner above direct- 
ed, and notice thereof given 'by letters to the Preſbyte- 


Ties concerned, ſuch Preſbyteries ſhall ſend up to the 


ſaid Committee their anſwer to theſe letters, at fartheſt 


with their Commiſſioners to the General Aſſembly, if the 


ſame be not done ſooner; and that the Committee, at 
their firſt meeting after the General Aſſembly, ſhall en- 
deavour.to complete the next year's ſcheme themſelves ; 


and if they cannot complete it, they ſhall name a Sub- 
committee of rheir number for that purpoſe, who are to 


lay their draught thereof before a ſubſequent meeting, 
which is appointed to meet as ſoon after the riſing of the 
Aſſembly as poſſible. And empowered the Committee, 
at their firſt meeting, to reject any petition for a new 
{iation, in caſe they ſhall find ſufficient objections a- 
gainſt it; and that the ſaid Committee, in making up 
the ſcheme of miſſionaries, Oc. do not exceed the ſum in 
the grant. E Ole 5 


Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Ruling 
Elders, for diſcuſſing Affairs referred to 
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THE General Aſſembly, conſidering. there are ſome 
| affairs which they cannot oyertake, do hereby no- 
minate and appoint the Reverend Dr Henry Grieve, mi- 
niſter of the Goſpel ar Dalkeith, their Moderator; from 
the preſbytery of Chanonry, Mr David Dunoon at Kilco- 
man, Mr Alexander Wood at Rofemarkie, miniſters, and 
Bailie Jotin Walker merchant in Edinburgh, ruling elder; 
from the preſbytery of Tain, Mr John Urquhart at Fairn, 
Mr John Mathieſon at Kilmuir Eafter, miniſters, and the 
Right Honourable: Lord Ankerville, ruling elder; from 
the burgh of Tain, Robert Chalmers of Larbert,. Eſq; 
from the preſbytery of Dingwall, Dr Patrick Grant at 
Urray, Mr Daniel Roſe at Dingwall, miniſters, and Sir 
John Gordon of Invergordon, Baronet,” ruling elder ; 
from the preſbytery of Abertarph, Mir Patrick Grant at 
Boleſkin, Mr Thomas Roſs at Kilmanivaig, minifters, 
and James Fraſer of Gortoleg, Efq; writer to the ſignet, 
ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Sky, Mr Donald 
M®Queen at Kilmuir, Mr Donald M Kinnon at Strath, 
'minifters, and Andrew Crofbie, Eſq; advocate, ruling 
elder; from the preſbytery of Lewis, Mir James Wilſon 
at Lochs, Mr Hugh Munro at Uig, miniſters, and the 
Procurator, ruling elder; from the preſhytery of Uiſt, 
Mr Edmund M' Queen at Bara, Mr John M*Leod at 
Harris, miniſters, and the Hon. Henry Erſkine, Eſq; ad- 
vocate, ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Lochcarron, 
Mr Murdoch MfIver at Lochalſh, Mr Colin M'Iver at 
Glenelg, miniſters, John M*Kenzie younger of Apple- 
croſs, Eſq; advocate, ruling elder; from the preſbytery 
of Dornoch, Mr George Rainy at Creech,. Mr John Be- 
thune at Dornoch, miniſters, Profeſſor Hugh M'*Leod, 
Glaſgow, ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Tong, 
Mr John Thomſon at Durneſs, Mr William M*Kenzie at 
Tong, miniſters, Mr John Moſſman merchant in Edin- 
burgh, ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Caithneſs, 
8 ; | | Mr 
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Mr William Sutherland at Wick, Mr Joſeph Taylor at 
Wattin, miniſters,, Mr James Horn writer to the ſigner, 
ruling elder; from the burgh of Wick, Bailie Daniel 
Miller merchant in Canongate; from the pneſbytery of 
Kirkwall, Mr William Anderſon at Evie and Rendall, 
Mr George Barry at Kirkwall, miniſters, Mr Robert Cul- 
len, advocate, ruling: elder; from the preſbytery of Zet- 
land, Mr James Sands at Lerwick, My Patrick Barclay at 
Sandſting, miniſters, Profeſſor Andrew Dalziel, Edin- 
burgh, ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Edinburgh, 
Mr William Bennet at Duddingſton, Dr Hugh Blair, Mr 
James Brown, Dr William Gloag, Edinburgh, Dr Wil- 
liam Lothian, Canongate, Mr Thomas Randall, Edin- 
burgh, miniſters, Bailie James, Dickſon. bookſeller, Edin- 
burgh, Bailie William Galloway merchant, and Mr George 
Brown, ruling elders; from the city of Edinburgh, the 
Right Honourable John Grieve, Eſq; preſent Lord Provoſt 
of the city, and Mr William Fraſer, preſent Deacon Con- 
vener of the Trades, there; from the Univerſity of Edin- 
burgh, Dr John Walker, Profeſſor of Natural Hiſtory ; 
from the Church of Campvere, Mr James Yair at Camp- 
vere, and John Home, Efq; from the preſbytery of Lin- 
lithgow, Mr James, Lind{ay- at Kirkliſton, Mr William 
Gib at Uphall,, Mr: John Henderfon at Queensferry, Mr 
Alexander Wardrop at Weſt Calder, miniſters, the Right 
Honourable Charles Hope-Weir of Craigiehall, and Sir 
William Auguſtus- Cunningham of Livingſten, ruling el- 
ders; from the burgh of Linlithgow, Robert Clarke, Eſq; 
preſent provoſt of Linlithgow; from the burgh of Queens- 
ferry, Mr William Allan merchant in Queensferry; from 
the preſbytery of Biggar, Mr Bernard Haldane at Glen- 
holm, Mr David Dickſon at Liberton, Mr Bryce Little 
at Covington, miniſters, John Dickſon; of Coulter, Eſq; 
advocate, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Peebles, 
Mr William Dalglieſh at Peebles, Mr Robert Scott at In- 
nerleithen, miniſters, the Right Honourable: the Lord 
Chief Baron, ruling elder; from the burgh of Peebles, 
Andrew Hamilton of Spittlehaugh, Eſq; from the preſ- 
bytery of Dalkeith, Dr Alexander Carlyle at Invereſk, Mr 
Ebenezer Marſhall at Cockpen, miniſters, the Right Ho- 
nourable the Lord Preſident, ruling elder ;; from the preſ- 
bytery of Haddington, Mr Alexander Glen at Dirleton, 
Mr James Innes at Yeſter, Mu John Trotter. at Preſton- 
pans, miniſters, Charles Browm of, Coalſton, Eſq; ruling 
elder; from the burgh of Haddington, Mr Patrick 
M'Clarran merchant in e from the burgh of 
BEE in 1 North 
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North Berwick, Hugh Dalrymple, Eſq; younger of North 
Berwick; from the preſbytery of Dunbar, Mr Wilham 
Crombie at Spott, Mr Alexander Davidſon at Stenton, 
miniſters, George Buchan-Hepburn of Smeiton, Eſq; ru- 
ling elder; from the burgh of Dunbar, Robert Hunter 
of Thurſton, Eſq; from the preſbytery of Danſe, Mr Ro- 
- þert Home at Polwart, Mr Selby Ord at Longformacus, 
- miniſters, Matthew Sandilands of Couſton, Eſq; ruling 
elder; from the preſbytery of Churnſide, Mr James Wil- 
liamſon at Eymouth, Mr. George Home at Aytown, mi- 
niſters, John Stewart, Eſq; younger of Allanbank, ru- 
ling elder; from the preſbytery of Kelſo, Mr William 
Simpſon at Morebattle, Mr Andrew Scott at Stitchell, 
miniſters, the Right Honourable the Lord Advocate, ru- 
ling elder; from the preſbytery of Jedburgh, Mr John 
Cranſton at Ancrum, Mr William Paton at Eckford, Mr 
Thomas Elliot at Cavers, miniſters, Robert Dundas, Eſq; 
advocate, ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Lauder, 
Mr Laurence Johnſton at Earlſton, Mr William Shiells 
at Weſtruther, miniſters, the Right Honourable the Earl 
of Lauderdale, ruling elder; from the burgh of Lauder, 
John Tait of Pirn, Eſq; from the preſbytery of Selkirk, 
Mr James Erſkine at Roberton, Mr Simon Halliburton 
at Aſhkirk; miniſters, Mark Pringle, Eſq; advocate, ruling 
- elder; from*the'burgh of Selkirk, Mt John Gloag-mer- 
chant in Edinburgh; from the preſbytery of Annan, Mr i, 
Alexander Brown at Hoddom, Mr James Yorſtoun at "40 
Middlebie, miniſters, Sir William Maxwell of Spring kell, 
Baronet, ruling elder; from the burgh of Annan, Mr 
Walter Scott merchant in Edinburgh; from the preſby- 
tery of Langholm, Mr Robert Rutherfurd at Caſtletown, 
Mr John Dowe at Canonby, miniſters, Mr James Sanders 
writer to the Signet, ruliffg elder; from the preſbytery 
of Lochmaben, Mr William Scott at Kirkpatrick Juxta, 
Mr John Nimmo at Johnſton, Dr John Burges at Kirk- 
michael; miniſters, Mr John Mitchell, ruling elder; from 
the burgh of Lochmaben, Alexander Ferguſon of Craig- 
_ darroch, Eſq; advocate; from the preſbytery of Penpont, 
Mr John Themſon at Sanquhar, Mr. James Wallace at 
Keir, miniſters, Gilbert Grierſon of Merwhern, Eſq; ru- 
ling elder; from the burgh of Sanquhar, Mr William 
Aird in Killoſide; from the preſbytery of Dumfries, Mr 
Archibald Lawſon at Kirkmahoe, Mr James M'Millan at 
Torthorwall, Mr Bryce Johnſton at Holywood, miniſters, 
Mr Alexander. Waugh at Dunſcore, ruling elder; from 
the burgh of Dumfries, William Hope-Weir, Rſq; of 
n * Blackwood; 
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Boyle of Shewalton, Eſq;; ruling elder; from the preſby- | 
tery of Paiſley, Mr Colin Campbell at Renfrew, Dr John | 
Adam'at Greenock, Mr John, Montieth, :junzor, at Hou- | 
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Eq; advocate; from the: Univerſity of Glaſgow, Profeſ 
lor Archibald Arthur, Glaſgow; from the preſbytery of 
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Fſh; younger of Euſs; from the preſbytery of Danoon, 
Mr John Melvill at Dunoen, Mr Archibald MfLea at 
Rothſay, miniſters, John Lamont of Lamont, Eſq; ruling 
elder; from the burgh of Rothſay, James: Lamont of 


Knockdow, Eſq; from the preſbytery of Kintyre, Mr 


John Hamilton at Kilmorie in Arran, Mr Alexander Ho- 
fack at Jura; Mr Alexander Campbell ar Kilcalmone!, 


miniſters, Mr Archibald Fletcher writer in Edinburgh, 
ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Inverary, Mr Hugh 


Campbell at Kilmartin, Mr Paul Fraſer at Craignith, mi- 
niſters, Donald MLauchlaw of MfLauchlan, Eſq; advo- 


cate, ruling elder; from the burgh of Inverary, Dr James 


Williamſon, Profeffor of Mathematics in the Univerſity: 


of Glaſgow ; from the preſytery of Born, Mr Ludovick. 


Grant at Ardchatten, Mr Patrick M Donald at Kilmore, 
miniſters, Colonel Robert Campbell of Monzie, Eſq; ru- 
ling elder; from the preſbytery of Mull, Mr Patrick 


M*Arthur at Torrofay, Mr Archibald M Call at Tiree, 


miniſters, Allan M*Deugalll of Gallanifh, Eſq; ruling el- 
der; from the preſbytery of Dunkeld, Mr Andrew Wil- 
lamfon at Aughtergaven, Mr Charles M*Hardie at 
Kirkmichael, Mr James M*Diarmed at Weim, Mr Peter 
Stewart at Killin, minifters, Thomas Elder of Logie, 
Eſq; ruling elder; from the prefbytery of Perth, Mr 
Henry Inglis at Forteviot, Mr James Hunter at. Scone, 
Mr Alexander Duff at Tippermuir, Mr Lewis Dunbar at 
Kinnoul, miniſters, Sir John Belches, Baronet, and George 
Wright of Laron, Eſq; ruling elders; from the preſby- 


tery of Stirling, Mr Thomas Ofwald at Clackinanan, Mr 


Robert Ure at Airth, miniſters, William Morehead of 
Herbertſhire, Eſq; ruling elder; from the burgh of Stir- 
ling, James Moir, Eſq; preſent Provoſt of Stirling; from 


the preſbytery of Auchterarder, Mr David Kemp-at Gaſk, 


Mr fohn Scott at Muthill, Mr John Baird at Dunning, 
miniſters, Bailie James Gentle, brewer, Canongate, ru- 
ling elder ; from the preſbytery of Dumblane, Mr James 


Wright at Logie, Mr James Robertſon at Callender, mi- 


niſters, Profeffor William Richardfon, Glaſgow, ruling 
elder; from the prefbyrtery of Dunfermline, Mr Robert 
Liſton at Aberdonr, Mr James Reid at Beath, Mr David 


Balfour at Torryburn, miniſters, Dr John Steedman, phy- 


ſician in Edinburgh, ruling elder; from the burgh of 


Dunfermline, Bailie William Hutton merehant in Dun- 
fermline; from the burgh of Inverkeithing, Mr John 
Eckford merchant, and late Bailie of Dunfermline; from 
the preſpytery of Kirkcaldy, Mr John Pinkerton at Mark- 
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inch, Mr Henry Moir at Auchtertool, Mr Andrew Mur- 
ray at Auchterderran, miniſters, James Townſend-Oſwald 
of Dunnikier, Eſq; ruling elder; from the burgh of 
Kirkcaldy, Mr James Fergus merchant in Kirkcaldy; 
from the burgh of Kinghorn, John Erſkine, Eſq; advocate; 
from the burgh of Dyſart, Mr Alexander Thomſon mer- 
chant, and preſent chief Magiſtrate of the burgh of Dy- 
fart; from the preſbytery of Cupar, Mr Andrew Hutton 
at Kilmeny, Mr Andrew Walker at Coleſſie, Mr Peter Bar- 
clay at Kettle, Mr Andrew Thomſon at Balmerino, mini- 
ſters, John Balfour of Balbirny, Eſq; ruling elder; from 
the burgh of Cupar, Major John Melvill of Cairney ; 
from the preſbytery of St Andrews, Principal M*Cor- 
mick, Mr John Nairn at Anſtruther Eaſter, Mr James 
Burn at Forgon, Mr John Braid at Dinninno, miniſters, 
James Ayton of Kippo, Eſq; Mr Thomas Ballerdie mer- 


chant in Anſtruther, ruling elders ; from the burgh of 


St Andrews, Dr Andrew Duncan, -phyfician in Edin- 
burgh ; from the Univerfity of St Andrews, Profeſſor 
George Hill; from the preſbytery of Meigle, Mr James 

Ogilvie at Eaſſie, Dr James Playfair at Meigle, Mr James - 
Badenoch at Kingoldrum, miniſters, Patrick Aliſon of 
Newhall, Eſq; ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Forfar, 
Mr: John Webſter at Inverarity,:Mr John Bruce at Forfar, 


miniſters, George Dempſter of Dunichen, Eſq; - ruling 


elder ; from the burgh of Forfar, David Stewart, Eſq; 


late Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh; from the preſbytery of 


Dundee, Dr Robert Small at Dundee, Mr John Miller 
at Inchture, Mr David Davidſon at Dundee; miniſters, 

Mr James Thomſon,” ruling elder; from the preſbytery 
of Aberbrothick, Mr John Aitken at St Vigiens, Mr 
William Milligan at Kirkden,.: miniſters, Mr Richard 
Lake writer to the Signet, ruling elder; from the burgh 
of Aberbrothick, Mr Thomas Duncan writer in Edin 


burgh; from the preſbytery of Brechin, Mr james Pa- 
ton at Craig, Mr Charles Niſbet at Montroſe, Mr James 


Wilſon at Marytown, miniſters, Alexander Burnet, Eſq; 
advocate, ruling elder; from the burgh of Montroſe, 
Captain Robert Moodie of Springfield; from the preſ- 
bytery of Fordown, Mr Robert Loung at Benholm, Mr 
Patrick Stewart at Kineff, Mr William Walker at Eccleſ- 
greig, miniſters, Mr John Playfair, late miniſter at Liff. 
ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Aberdeen, Mr George 
Ogilvie at Banchory-Devonich, Mr James Forſyth - at 
Belhelvie, Mr Robert Dunbar at Old Machar, Mr Wil- 
liam Stronach at New Machar, miniſters, James Cunning- 


ham of Hyndhope, Eſq; George Strachan-Keith, Eſq; 
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of Auquhorſk, ruling elders; from King's College, Mr 
Roderick M'Leod ſub-principal ; from the preſbytery of 
' Kincardine O' Neal, Mr Francis Downie at Banchory- 
ternan, Mr John Ramſay at Strachan, Mr William Shand 
at Lumphannan, miniſters, William M*Donald of Rinet- 
ton, Eſq; ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Alford, 
Mr James Gordon at Cabrach, Mr Robert Lumſden at 
Kildrummy, Mr Benjamin Mercer at Forbes and Kearn, 
miniſters, John Gordon of Craig, Eſq; ruling elder; 
from the preſbytery of Ellon, Mr John Roſe at Udny, 
Mr William Paterſon at Logie, miniſters, Profeflor Tho- 
mas Gordon, Aberdeen, ruling elder; from the preſby- 
rery of Garioch, Mr Thomas Shepherd at Bourtie, Mr 
William Davidſon at Inverury, Mr George Skene-Keith 
at Keith-hall, miniſters, the Right Honourable Lord 
Weſthall, ruling elder; from the prefbytery of Deer, 
Mr William Cumine at Rathen, Mr George Moir at Pe- 
terhead, Mr Baſil Anderfon at Old Deer, miniſters, Mr 
John Taylor writer to the Signet, ruling elder; from che 
preſbytery of Turriff, Mr Robert Duff at King Edward, 
Mr Robert Ballingall at Forglen, miniſters, Mr Alexan- 
der Forbes writer in Edinburgh, ruling elder; from the 
preſbytery of Fordyce, Mr George Grant at Rathven, 
Mr James Lawtie at Fordyce, miniſters, Mr John Ro- 
bertſon writer in Edinburgh, ruhng elder; from the 
preſbytery of Strathbogie, Mr Alexander Angus at Bo- 
triphnie, Mr Alexander Chalmers at Cairnie, miniſters, 
Mr Baron Gordon, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of 
Aberlour, Mr James Ogilvie at Rothes, Mr James Grant 
at Inveraven, miniſters, Iſaac Grant of Hiltown, Eſq; 
clerk to the Signet, ruling elder; from the preſbytery of 
Abernethy, Mr John Grant at Abernethy, Mr John An- 
derſon at Kinguſie, miniſters, Dr Gregory Grant, phy- 
fician in Edinburgh, ruling elder; from the preſbytery 
of Elgin, Mr William Gordon at Urquhart, Mr William 
Peterkin at Elgin, miniſters, Mr Thomas Gordon writer 
to the Signet, ruling elder; from the-preſbytery of For- 
res, Mr Alexander Coull at Edenkilly, Mr James Gillan 
ar Kinloſs, miniſters,” Bailie Duncan Grant of Forres, 
ruling elder; from the preſtytery of Inverneſs, Mr Mal- 
colm Nicolſon at Kiltarlity, Mr Alexander Fraſer at Kirk- 
hill, minifters, Simon Fraſer, Eſq; Sheriff-depute of In- 
verneis, ruling elder; and the Aſſembly added thereto 
Dr George Wiſhart, one of the miniſters of Edinburgh, 
in place of the Moderator; and all the members whoſe 
commiſſions had been rejected by the Aſſembly on ac- 
count of informality, to be Commiſſioners of this Ge- 
| . neral 
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neral Aſſembly, ro the effect after mentioned; with 
power to the ſaid Commiſhoners, or their quorum, which 
is hereby declared to be any thirty-one of the ſaid Com- 
miſhoners, whereof twenty-one are always to be mini- 
ſters, to meet and convene within the Aſſembly-houſe 
at Edinburgh, the firſt day after the diſſolution of this 
Aſſembly, at ten of the clock in the forenoon; and there- 
after, the ſecond Wedneſday of Auguſt, third Wedneſday 
of November, and the firſt Wedneſday of March next to 
come, and oftener when and where they ſhall think fit and 
convenient, with power to the ſaid Commiſſioners to 
chuſe their own Moderator: And likewiſe, the General 
Aſſembly fully empowers their ſaid Commiſſioners, or their 
quorum above mentioned, to cognoſce and finally deter- 
mine, as they ſhall ſee cauſe, in every matter referred, or 
that ſhall be referred to them, by an act or order of this 
Aſſembly ; and to do every thing contained in, and con- 
form: :toi-the' inſtructions given, or to be given by this 
Aſſembly ; and to advert to the intereſt of the Church 
on every occaſion, that the Church, and preſent eſta- 
bliſhment thereof, do not ſuffer or ſuſtain any prejudice 
Which, they can prevent, as they will be anſwerable: 
Provided always, that this general clauſe be not extend- 
ed to particular, affairs. or proceſſes before Synods or 
Preſbyteries, that are not of univerſal concern to, or in- 
fluence upon the whole Church. And it is hereby ap- 
pointed, that no private proceſſes be determined, except 
at the four ſtated diets; and what ſhall be determined 
at one diet of the Commiſſion, with relation to private 
canſes, ſhall be unalterable by any other diet thereof, 
and ſhall ſtand and continue in force till diſapproven 
of by the General Aſſembly. And the Aſſembly renews 
the inſtructions given by the General Aſſembly in the 
year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventeen to their 
Commiſſion, and appoints the ſame to ſtand in full force, 
as inſtructions to the Commiſſioners before named, and 
to be obſerved by them in all points, as if the ſame were 
ſpecially. here inſert; and that they enquire into the 
publiſhing and ſpreading of books and pamphlets, tending 
towards the promoting of opinions of whatever kind, in- 
conſiſtent with our Confeſſion ꝙ Faith ; and that the re- 
commenders of ſuch books or pamphlets, or the errors 
therein contained, whether by word, writ, or print, be 
called before the ſaid Commiſſion to anſwer for the ſame. 
And further, the ſaid Commiſſion is hereby empowered to 
receive any references and appeals that ſhall be made to 
them from Synods, in matters of doctrine, and ripen 
vt | ſuch 
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ſuch affairs for the next General Aſſembly ; and to con- 
tribute what they can to the ſuppreſſing of vice and im- 
morality, and give all needful advice and aſſiſtance to 
Synods and Preſbyteries, upon application to them for 
that end: Likewiſe to take care that the impreſſions of 
the Holy Scriptures, the Confeſſign of F. aith, and Catechiſms, 
and ſach books as are authoriſed by this Church, rela- 
ting to the doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and government 
thereof, be correct; and give directions about printing 
the ſame. And the Commiſſioners are appointed and 
empowered to keep a correſpondence with the Committee 
for Reformation of the Highlands and Iſlands, for ſup- 
preſſing Popery and ſuperſtition, and for promoting the 


knowledge of true religion, and carrying on a reforma- 


tion in theſe parts, and give aſſiſtance and concurrence 
therein; and, if need be, to apply to the Government 
for à proper remedy and ſpeedy redreſs. And the ſaid 

Commiſſioners are hereby ſtrictly prohibited and diſchar- 


d to meddle in any other matters than what are com- 


mitted and referred to them as above mentioned: And, 
in all their actings, they are to proceed according to the 
acts and conſtitution of this Church, and to do nothing 


contrary thereto, or to the prejudice of the ſame; decla- 


ring, that, in and for all their actings, they ſhall be ac- 
countable to, and cenſurable by the next General Aſ- 
ſembly, as they ſhall ſee cauſe. And the General Aſ- 
ſembly appoints the ſaid Commiſſioners particularly: to 
obſerve the acts of the General Aſſemblies one thoufand 
ſeven hundred and twelve, and one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and nineteen, reſpecting the application of the 


public money; which two acts are printed among the 


Acts of Aſſembly one thouſand ſeven hundred and fixty- 


one. And this Commiſhon is to continue and endure 


until another Commiſſion be appointed; and members 
are required to attend the diets of the ſaid Commiſſion ; 
and abſents therefrom are ordered to be noticed, accord- 
ing to the 17th Act of the General Aſſembly held in the 
year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fix. And for the 
better ſecuring of a quorum, and attendance of members 
on the Commiſſion, the General Aſſembly prohibits the 
Preſbytery of Edinburgh, or any other Preſbytery within 
twelve miles thereof, to meet on any of the days or weeks 
appointed for the meeting of this Commiſſion; and ſuch 
of the members of theſe Preſbyteries as are on the Com- 
miſſion, are required, all of them, to give attendance on 
the diets thereof; and the Preſbyteries at a greater diſ- 
tance, who have four or more members on the Commiſ- 
1 | b ſion, 
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ſion, are to take care, that at leaſt two of them attend 
each diet of the ſame: And the General Aſſembly ap- 
point their Commiſion, at their firſt meeting, to difcuſs 
as many of the cauſes and queſtions relative to the ſettle- 
ment of vacant Churches, which are or ſhall. be referred 
to them by the Aſſembly, as they can overtake. And it 
is further provided, that when any Preſbytery or Sy nod 
of this Church ſhall decline to comply with the ſentence 
of the Commiſſion, or to give the ſame a full execution, 
in that caſe the Commiſſion is hereby prohibited to exe- 
cute the ſame, by appointing any ſuch correſpondent 
meeting, as has been ſome time the practice, but ſhall al- 
low the fame to lie over to the enſuing Aſſembly, to 
which ſuch Preſbyteries or Synods ſhall be anſwerable for 
ſuch their conduct, and are hereby appointed to ſend up 
with their Commiffioners their renfons for the ſame. And 
the Aſſembly doth further empower and direct the {aid 
Commiſſion, to make due application to the King and 
Parliament for redreſs of che grievance of Patronage, in 
caſe a fhvourable opportunity fon ſo doing ſhall occur 
during the ſubſiſtence of this Commiſſion: And, that in 
paſſing their ſentences, and in ordering the Execution of 
the ſame,” they ſtrictly obſerve the 4 Act of che Aſ- 
ane one chouſand foven kundrebandithiney-fix Our 
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5 Reſolution of the! General Aſſembly of 
dhe Church of Scotlaiid, ) "relating t 0 a 
7 Faſt. 851% : Bo Ol I 30 „ 
de Fs "ies; May 29. 278 15 
aid were n. toſ the {zeneral Aſſembly of 
the Church of Scotland, Fa las from, the Synod 
of Merſe and Teviotdale, and Froth che Synod of Moray, 
propoſing, that, upon account of the preſent ſcarcity, and 
other obvious reaſons, 2a day ſhould be ſet apart for Faſt- 
ing and Prayer, to be obſerved'as a National Faſt through 
Scotland, which being read, — The following motion was 
made, vis. The General Alfembiy taking into their ſerious 
conſideratibn the late viſitatien of divine Providence, in 
afflicting theſe kingdoms with an uncommon ſcarcity of 
provifions, aud alſo the ſeaſonable relief which the people 


of Scotland have lately received by the” importation of 
G large 


EIA. 
ES] 


. de Adis of the 


large quantities of grain, the favourable ſeed-time, and 
the comfortable proſpect of an early harveſt, which God, 
in his great goodneſs, hath been pleaſed to . us, do | 
earneſtly exhort and befeech the people of this land to lift 
up their ſouls with contrition and thankfulneſs to Almighty 
God, who, tempering” his chaſtifements and his mercies 
together, calleth us to return to himſelf. And further, 
che General Aſſembly being informed that a day of Faſt- 
ing has already been appointed by ſome Synods and 
Preſpyteries, and obſerved within their bounds; and 
judging it, upon this account, inexpedient to appoint a 
National Faſt, do hereby recommend to the ſeveral Preſ- 
| byteries, and to all the miniſters of this Church, to exert 
their utmoſt endeavours, in imprinting upon the minds 
of the people commitred to their charge, a ſenſe of their 
dependence upon our Father which is in heaven, who 
giveth us our daily bread ;' and to take ſuch methods as 
to them ſhall appear moſt effectually to miniſter to edifi- 
cation, in order to fix the attention of all ranks upon 
thoſe leſſons of contrition, of thankfulneſs, and of libe- 
rality, which the various diſpenſations of divine Provi- 
dence are, at this time eſpecially, teaching us. The 
General Aſſembly having conſidered the above motion, 
approved thereof, and enacted accordingly, and appointed 
this reſolution to be printed ſeparately, and eee 


to Preſbyteries as ſoon as poſſible. 
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the Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly, are obliged by 
that appointment to concur in cognoſcing and determi- 
ning in every matter referred to them, Do therefore Re- 
ſolve, Enact and Declare, That in time coming, none who 
are conſtituent members of the Court, ſhall act as coun- 
ſel or - procurators, agents or ſolicitors, in any cauſes 
| which come before the Aſſemblies or Commiſſions thereof. 
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[The General Aſſembly re-trayſmits to Preſtyteries the follows 


ing Overture, and recommends it to them to pay particular 
_ attention thereto. ] | 


Overture anent the Ordination of Elders. 
"TT HAT whereas great irregularities have crept into 
che Church, with reſpect, to the Ordination of El- 
ders, it ſhould be enacted, That no miniſter ſhould ſet 
apart any perſon to that ſacred office in his congrega- 


. 


tion, who has not a fixed reſidence in the pariſh, or ſuch 
property in it as would entitle, him to vote in the calling 

of a miniſter ; it being the true meaning and intent of 
this overture to prevent Elders being: ordained in congre- 

gations who are in no way connected with them: And 
it being underſtood, that any city or town, where there 
are more congregations than one, ſhall be held as one pa- 
riſh, ſo far as reſpects, the purpoſe of this overture. 


* 
- 


222292229929 I292I202927L0222 220252222420 
4979 7 6) ved b. 4 !!TTC.ͤ 7-119. 
“ꝙ)ꝙ)ꝙ)ꝙ)ꝙ))) ... 
[The General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland appointed a 
new Edition of the Forms of Commiſſions, formerly printed in 
1769, in which-the Subſcription lo each form is 3 
' marked, to be publiſhed and tranſmitted to all . reſbyteries, 
Kirk-Seſfions, Burghs and Univerſities, who are hereby re- 
quired ſirifly to objerve the ſame, and to engroſs the ſame in 
Forms of Commiſſions, G. 
IE General Aſſembly 1766, having preſcribed cer- 
tain Forms of Commiſſions to Members of Aſſem- 


bly, and Atteſtations thereof, and the Aſſembly 1767 
5 6 having, 
* 
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having, in reſpeR of ſome defects obſerved in theſe Forms, 


made a Supplement thereto ; the General Aſſembly, now 


conſidering the diſadvantage of having what belongs to 
the neceſſary Forms of Commiſhons and Atteſtations ly- 
ing in ſeparate Acts, by which the eleQtors or their clerks 
may be more liable to miſtakes or omiſſions, than if the 
whole was laid before them in one view, did appoint both 
to be brought together into one Act as follows; and the 
Agent for the Church to cauſe print the fame, and' tranf- 
mit copies thereof to the ſeveral Preſbyteries, Univerſities, 
and Burghs. 5 


The General Aſſembly, conſidering that. it is of the 


greateſt importance for the honour and intereſt of Reli- 
gion, that the office-bearers of the Church ſhould behave 


and conduct themſelves in all reſpects becoming their 


1722, earneſtly beſeech, exhort, and require all Miniſters 
toitake heed to themſelves, and to hel? d6dfrine; and to 
be exemplary to their People in ſobfiety, righteouſneſs, 
and Holineſs, abſtaining from all appearance of evil: And 
in like manner, the General Aſſembly do earneſtly be- 


character, do, in terms of the Act of Aſſembly, 22d May 


ſeeth, exhort, and require the Elders and Deacons to be 
faithful in the diſcharge of their reſpecti ve offices, tender 


and circumſpect in their walk, TE in their attend- 
ing upon ordinances, ſtrict in their obſervation of the 
Lord's Day, and regular in keeping u the worſhip of 
God in their families. The Aſſembly 40 further enjoin 
and require, for the more regular election of Members to 
the Aſſembly in time coming, Preſbyteries, Burghs, and 
Univerſities, ſtrictly to obſerve the Acts of former Aſſem- 
blies, appointing that the election ſhall be made at leaſt 


forty days before the meeting of Aſſembly, and within a 


month preceding the firſt of the ſaid forty days, except 
thoſe lying in the Northern and Weſtern Iſles, and ſhall 
appoint the day of election at a meeting to be entered in 
their minutes, at leaſt ten free days before ſuch election; 
and that on the day of election, they ſhall make their 
elections betwixt the hours of one and eight o clock in 
, TS, 
The General Aſſembly confidering alſo, that ſome Acts 
regulating the manner and time of electing M embers "to 
the Aſſembly, are poſterior to the Act 17th May 1725, 


eſtabliſhing Forms of their Cemmiſſſons ; and that theſe 


Forms refer in general to Acts e that we 


ſome particulars, of which Preſbyteries, Univerſities a 
Burghs, cannot have any certain evidence, and are thert- 


by reduced to the neceſſity, either of atteſting what does 


not 


Ws 
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not come properly under their own knowledge, or of 
ting os 4 the eſtabliſned form, whereby their 
Commiſſions have been rendered void and null; the Aſ- 
ſembly did, on all theſe accounts, and hereby do, appoint 
and ordain the Forms of Commiſſions and Atteſtations, 
hereunto ſubjoined, to be obſerved by Preſbyteries, Seſ- 
ſions, Univerſities and Burghs; and enact and ordain, 
That all ſuch Commiſſions and Atteſtations, as are not 
concei ved and atteſted in theſe very words of the Form 
now preſcribed, ſhall be rejecte l. 
The General Aſſembly do further declare and enact, 
That when a Kirk-Seſſion or Preſbytery refuſe their con- 
currence or atteſtation to a Commiſſion by a Burgh or 
Univerſity, without aſſigning the reaſons of their refuſal, 
that Commiſſion ſhall be ſuſtained as if duly atteſted, in 
caſe the matter ſhall be brought before. the Aſſembly by 
proteſt, or, appeal... . n, i 


% . 


Form of COMMIsSIONS by Preſbyteries. 


At tbe Dayof Tears. THE which 
day, the Preſbytery of being convened betwixt the 
hours of one and eight o'clock in the evening, in order 
to elect their Repreſentatives to the enſuing Aſſembly, 
purſuant to a reſolution entered into their minutes on the 

day of did, and hereby do, nominate and 
appoint Mr Miniſter at. and M Mini- 
ſter & and md, ⅛ ß Kiders, their 
Commiſſioners to the next General Aſſembly of this 
Church, indicted to meet at the day of 
next to come, or when and where it ſhall happen to ſit, 
willing them to repair thereto, and to attend all the 
diets of the ſame; and there to conſult, vote, and deter- 
mine in all matters that come before them, to the glory 
of God and the good of his Church, according to the 
Word of God, the Confeſſion of Faith, and agreeable 
to the Conſtitution of this Church, as they will be an- 
ſwerable; and that they report their diligence therein at 
their return therefrom. And the ſaid Preſbytery does 
hereby teſtify and declare, That all the Miniſters above 
named have ſigned the Formula enjoined by the roth act of 
the Aſſembly 1711; and the Ruling Elders above written 
have ſigned the Formula preſcribed. by the 11th act of the 
Aſſembly 1694. And further, that the ſaid Elders are 
of unblemiſhed characters, circumſpect in their walk, 
regular in giving attendance on the Ordinances of Divine 
Inſtitution, and behave in other reſpects agreeable to their 
| a oo wid © ES office: 
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day, the Preſbytery of 
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30 
office: All which the Preſbytery have hereby atteſted on 


proper information. Extracted by 


Form in the Caſe of an Aftor-Election 'of a Commiſſioner, 
in the Place of one formerly choſen. | 

At the Day of Man. THE which 

day, the Prefbytery of ed 

Hours of one and eight in the evening, and (here the oc- 


cation of the ew Election to be narrated) did, and here- 


by do, nominate and appoint in his place, Mr 
Miniſter at (or, if an Elder, . Ruling Elder) 
their Commiffioner to the next General Aſſembly ; and 
do hereby teſtify and declare (if a Miniſter) that he hath 
figned the Formula enjoined by the roth act of Aﬀembly 
1711; (if an Elder) that he is in all reſpects qualified in 
the fame manner as their Commiſſioner in hots room 
he is choſen, which the Preſbytery hereby atteſts upon 
proper information. Extracted by A. B. Cls. 


ict, A TES NAT 
"At be Day, art. THE which 
having had the above ex- 
tract of their Commiſſion to their Reprefentatives in the 
enſuing Aſſembly laid before them, they cauſed it to be 
read, and having reviſed and conſidered the ſame, they 
did approve thereof. Atteſted by A. B. Moderator. 
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„ iibe Day, Near. THE which 
day, the Principal, Profeſſors, Maſters, and other Mem- 


bers of the Univerſity of having right to elect, be- 
ing convened betwixt the hours of one and eight o'clock 
in the evening, in order to elect their Repreſentative to 
the enſuing Aſſembly, purſuant to a reſolution entered 
into their Minutes on the day of did, and 
hereby do, nominate and appoint their Commil- 
ſioner to the next General Aſſembly of this Church, in- 


dicted to meet at che day of next to 


come, or when and where it ſhall happen to ſit, willing 


him to repair thereto, and to attend at all the diets of the 


ſame, and there to conſult, vote, and determine in all 
matters that come before them, to the glory of God, and 
the good of his Church, according to the Word of God, 
che Confeſſion of Faith, and agreeable to the Conſtitu- 
0 1 tion 
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being convened betwixt the 
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tion of this Church, as he will be anſwerable; and that 
he report his diligence therein at his return therefrom. 
And it is hereby teſtified and declared, That the ſaid 

is a Miniſter; or (an Elder) of this Church, law- 
fully ordained, and (if a Miniſter) hath ſigned the For- 
mula enjoined by the roth act of the Aſſembly anno 1711; 
or (if an Elder) hath ſigned the Formula preſcribed by 
the 11th act of the Aſſembly 1694. And further, That 
the ſaid Commiſſioner is every other way qualified to be 
a Member of the Aſſembly, according to the acts of the 
Aſſembly, and (if an Elder, it muſt. be ſaid in particu- 
lar) he is of an unblemiſhed character, circumſpect in 
his walk, regular in giving attendance on the Ordinan- 
ces of Divine Inſtitution, and behaves in other reſpects 
agreeable to his office. All which the. Univerſity have 
hereby atteſted on proper information. 

„ Ss tun Extracted by C. D. Cls. 


Form for Univerſities, in the Cafe of an After- Election of a 
Commiſſioner; in the Place of one formerly choſen, = 


2 ' he  , Day of © © Te TRE wen 
day, the Principal, Profeffors, Maſters, and other Mem- 
bers of the Univerſity of being convened betwixt 
the hours of one and eight in the evening, and (here the 
occaſion of the new Election to be narrated) did, and 
hereby do, nominate and appoint in his place their 
Commiſſioner to the next General Aſſembly ; and it is 
hereby teſtified and declared, That he is in all reſpects 
qualified in the ſame manner as their former Commiſ- 
ſioner, in whoſe room he is choſen, which the Univerſi- 
ty atteſts on proper information. E 

"41/1953 009997 n eee e e On. 
VV. B. This Form for Univerſities is preſcribed, on the 
ſuppoſition that the former Commiſſioner, and the per- 
ſon choſen in his place, are either both of them Mini- 
ſters, or both of them Elders: But if an Elder is choſen 
in the place of a Miniſter, or a Miniſter in the place of 
an Elder, then the atteſtation muſt contain the words at 
length of the form preſcribed for the firſt election. 


ie, T E STATION. 

At the  Dayoef Wart. THE which 
day, the Preſbytery of having had before them a 
Commiſſion given by the Univerſity f to repre- 
ſent the Taid Univerſity in the enfuing General Aﬀembly 

195 a f of 
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32 The Ads of the 

of this National Church, do, in terms of the 4th act of 
Aſſembly 1720, the 7th act of Aſſembly 1723, and 4th 
act of Aſſembly 1724, teſtify and declare, That the ſaid 


is a Miniſter (or, an Elder) lawfully ordained ; 


that he has ſigned the Formula enjoined by the 1oth act 
of Aſſembly 1711; or (if an Elder) hath ſigned the For- 
mula preſcribed by the 11th act of Aſſembly 1694; and 
that he is a Maſter of the ſaid Univerſity, or And 
further, That the ſaid Commiſſioner is every other way 
qualified to be a Member of the Aſſembly, according to 


the Acts of Aſſembly. This ſigned by aber 
I 5 | A. B. Moderator. 
or: dA Cle. 


Form of Commiss10Ns from Burghs.. | 


„ee e THE Eh 
day, the Magiſtrates and Town-Council of being 


Convened in Council, betwixt the hours of one and eight 


o'clock in the evening, in order to elect their Repreſenta- 
tive to the enſuing Aſſembly, purſuant to a reſolution en- 
tered into their Minutes on the day of did, 
and hereby do, nominate and appoint |, KRuling El- 
der, their Commiſſioner to the next General Aſſembly of 
this Church, indifted to meet at the day of 
5 next to come, or when and where it ſhall hap- 
en to ſit, willing him to repair thereto, and to at- 
tend all the diets of the ſame; and there to conſult, vote, 
and determine in all matters that come before them, to 
the glory of God, and the good of his Church, according 
to the Word of God, the Confeſſion of Faith, and agree- 
able to the Conſtitution of this Church, as he will be 
anſwerable; and that he report his diligence therein at 
his return therefrom. And it is hereby teſtified and de- 
clared, That the ſaid is an Elder of this Church, 


lawfully ordained, and hath ſigned the Formula enjoined 


by the 11th act of Aſſembly 1694, and is every other 
way qualified to be a Member of Afſembly, and likewiſe 
that he is (a reſidenter in the ſaid Burgh) or (an Heritor 
in the ſaid Burgh) or (an Heritor in the bounds of the 
Preſbytery of within which the ſaid Burgh lies) 
or (has formerly reſided and officiated as an Elder in the 
ſaid Burgh) or (Preſbytery of within which the 


ſaid Burgh: doth lie) according to the Acts of Aſſembly ; 


and, in particular, that he is of an unblemiſhed character, 


circumſpect in his walk, regular in giving attendance on 


the Ordinances of Divine Inſtitution, and behaves in other 
| | 1 reſpects 


* 
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reſpects agreeable to his office. All which the Magiſtrates 
and Town-Council have atteſted on proper information. 
Extracted . 5 The CG. P. Cls. 


Form for Burghs in the Caſe of an After-Election of a Com- 
miſſioner in the Place of one: formerly choſen. 


a be Day , © Years; THE which 
day, the Magiſtrates and Town-Council of being 


convened betwixt the hours of one and eight in the even- 
ing, (here the occaſion of the new Election to be nar- 
rated) did, and hereby do, nominate and appoint in his 
place Ruling Elder, their Commiſſioner to the next 
General Aſſembly; and it is hereby teſtified and decla- 
red, That the ſaid is (a reſidenter in the ſaid Burgh) 
or (an heritor in the ſaid burgh) or (an heritor in the 
bounds of the Preſbytery. of within which the ſaid 
Burgh lies) or (has formerly reſided and officiated as an 
Elder in the ſaid Burgh) or (Preſpytery of within 
which the ſaid Burgh lies) and that he is in all other re- 
ſpects qualified in the ſame manner as their former Com- 
miſſioner, in whoſe room he is choſen, which the Ma- 
giſtrates and Town- Council do atteſt on proper informa- 


tion. Extracted by C. D. Cls. 
AT TE STATION the Kirk-Seſfion. | 
At the Day of ER THE which 
day, the Kirk-ſeſſion of having laid before them, a 
Commiſſion by the Magiſtrates and Town-council of 
to _Ruling Elder, to repreſent the ſaid Burgh 


in the enſuing General Aſſembly of this National Church, 
do, in the terms of the 4th act of Aſſembly 1720, teſtify 
and declare, That the ſaid © is an Elder lawfully or- 
gained; and that he has figned the Formula preſcribed 
by the 11th act of the General Aſſembly 1694; and like- 
wiſe that he is (a reſidenter in the ſaid Burgh) or (an he- 
ritor in the ſaid Burgh) or (an heritor in the bounds of 
the ſaid Preſbytery of within which the ſaid Burgh 
lies) or (has formerly reſided and officiated as an Elder in 
the ſaid Burgh) or (Preſbytery of . within which the 
ſaid Burgh doth be. . Atteſted by A. B. Moderator 
Er PR nee , TT 


1 ATTESTA- 


34 7 he Afts, &c. 

ATE STATION by the Profoytery. 
—T 1 he 1: i "Day of © ©  Tearh © THE which 
day, the Preſbytery of” having had produced before 


them, a Commiſſion given by the Magiſtrates and Town- 


council of to to repreſent the {aid Burgh in 
the enſuing General Aſſembly of this National Church, 

with an Atteſtation of the Kirk-ſeſſion of the ſaid Burgh, 

conform to the direction of the Act th of Allembly 1718, 

Act 4th, Aſſembly 1720, and Act th, Aſſembly 1724, 
do, in terms of the foreſaid Acts, likewiſe teſtify and de- 
clare, That the ſaid is an Elder lawfully ordained, 

and that he has figned the: Formula preſcribed by the 1 ith 
Act of Aſſemhly 1694; and likewiſe, that he is (a reſi- 
denter in the ſaid Burgh) or (an Der in the ſaid Burgh) 
or (heritor in the bounds of the Preſbytery o with- 
in which the ſaid Burgh lies) or (has formerly reſided 
and officiated ag an Elder in the ſaid. Burgh) or (Preſby: 
tery of within which the ſaid Burgh doth lie); and 


further, That the faid Commiſſioner is every other way 


qualified to be a member of; the Aſſembly, according to 
the Acts a . Wie e oo 4,;B. Moderator. 
KY Iq I. * 042 OT e Ne 7; 


FFF 


AQ appointing the Diet a the next 
| General Aſſembly. 


HE next General Aſſembly of this National Church 


is appointed to be held within the New Church 


Wie of Edinburgh, on Thurſday the 2oth OE of May, 
in He year 1784... „ 


FL Collected and extrafted ook the R ccords r of the 


General Aſſembly, by 
JOHN DRYSDALE, Cl. Ec. Scot. 
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INDEXor ABRIDGMENT 


OF THE 


* 


AcTINGs and PROCEEDINGS of the General Aſſembly 
of the Church of Scotland, held in the year * 3, 
which are not printed at full length. 


May 22. 1783. Se. If. 


Fr ER ſermon by the Reverend Principal M Cormick 
of St Andrews, Moderator of the laſt General Aſ- 
ſembly, the Miniſters and Elders convened in the Aſ- 
ſembly-houſe; and, after prayer by the ſaid Principal 

M' Cormick, Dr Henry Grieve miniſter of the Goſpel 

at Dalkieth, was unanimouſly choſen Moderator, and, 

at the Aſſembly" s deſire, took the chair, 

The King's Commiſſion to the Right Honourable David 
| _ Earl of Leven, to repreſent his Majeſty $ Royal Perſon, 
read, and ordered to be recorded. 

The King s moſt gracious Letter to the Aſſembly, read, 
and ordered to be recorded. 

The Commiſſioner's ſpeech at opening this Aſſembly, 
and the Moderator's ſpeech in return thereto. 

His Majeſty's Royal warrant for L. 1000 Sterling, deli- 
vered into the Aſſembly by his Grace the Commiſſi- 
oner, read, and ed to be recorded. 

A Committee named for anſwering the King s moſt gra- 
cious Letter. 

The ſame Committee named, to draw up an Addreſs to 
his Majeſty on the Peace. 

A Committee named for reviſing the commiſſions to the 
members of this Aſſembly, cenſuring abſents from the 
diets thereof, naming miniſters to preach before his 
Grace the King s Commitſioner, and receiving in liſts 
of the probationers in the ſeveral preſbyteries, in order 
to their being recorded. 5 

A letter from the Reverend Dr George Wichart, one of 
the principal clerks, deſiring to be excuſed from at- 
tending, on account of the ſtate of his health, read, 
and the deſire thereof unanimouſly granted. 

A Committee for overtures named. __ _ 


Rt A 


YN. D £44 


la Committee for bills, e and N named. 10 
Adjournment. | 5 
May 23. 1783. Se. 2d. 
Sederunt. : | 
A diet ſpent in pp. 
New commiſſions produced. | 
Act VII. of Aſſembly 1718, for the better Glparch of the 
buſineſs of this Aſſembly, read, and the obſervation 
thereof enjoined. 
Miniſters named to preach before his Grace the Commiſ- 
ſioner. 5 
The Committee for reviſing commiſſions appointed to 
meet this evening in their uſual place. _ 
The Committees for overtures and bills appointed to 
meet this evening in their uſual Fler. 


Adjournment. | | ROY 3 


My 24. 150 3. 1 a 


— 


Sedlerunt. 

New mine Ptödcrd, | 

The report of the Ges for overtures, called for, 
given in, and read over. | 

An objection to the commiſſion from the Preſbytery of 
Fordyce, heard; the objection ſuſtained, .and the Com- 
miſſioners names ordered to be expunged from the roll. 

The confideration of the objection to the commiſſions 
from the Univerſity of St Andrews, and the burgh of | 
Kirkcaldy, delayed till Tueſday. |. 

An objection to the commiſſion from the burgh of In- 
verary, heard; the Aſſembly ſuſtained the objection, 
and ordered the Commiſſioner's name to be expunged 
from the roll. | 

The conſideration of the common from Ws burgh of 
Dunfermline, delayed till Monday. 

An objection to the commiſſion from the bur gh of Cu- 
par, heard; the Aſſembly re repelled, g the objection, and | 
{ſuſtained the commiſfſion. 

The draught of an anfwer to the King” s moſt 'Gracicus 
Letter to this Aſſembly, brought in and approved, and 
his Grace the Commiſſioner, at the Aſſembly's requeſt, 

undertakes to tranſmit the fame to his Majeſty. 

The draught of an addreſs ro his Majeſty on the 7 9 

| brought in, and approved; and his Gres the Com- 

miſſioner, at the Alfembiy 8 requeſt, undertakes to 

tranſmit che ſame to his' eas 28 

4 | | The 


i JL N D E T. 17383. 
The roll of cauſes tranſmitted by the Commirtee of bills, 
called for, produced and read over. | 
Reſolved to conſider on Monday Mr Meldrum's Pein, 
immediately after the petition of Bailie Hutton. 
A Committee named to reviſe che actings and proceed- 
ings of the Commiſſion of the late General Aſſembly. 
A Committee named to reviſe the actings and proceed- 
ings of the Committee appointed by laſt Aſſembly for 
managing the Royal e for the reformation of the 
Highlands and Iſlands. 1 28 VID 
A Committee named to audit the Procuhthe and Agent 8 
accompts, conſider the ſtate of the public M and 
re overtures about the ſame. 
The Committee for overtures empowered to relive m 
from the ſeveral members a * inſtructions given to 
tbem by their reſpective Synods or Preſbyteries, claſs 
the matters therein contained, and prepare overtures 
thereupon to the Aſſembly; and receive in and confi- 
der any accounts that ſhall be given them of the ſtate 
of the Church in the North Highlands, particularly con- 
cerning the growth of Popery and ſuperſtition, and 
2 overtures for eee or en there- 


| "3 FELL 
— 01. E . — 


The Carthmittde; for bills appointed cs ww JO evening 
at ſeven o'clock. | 91 0 1 5 
Adjournment. ge 1 5 ORD ATTHONRD? 


ENG, POT Eb OL N Ney 26. 1783. . 1 55 
Seien und | Sod 5 
New commiſſions be te emed v; 
Report of the Cenis for « overtures + produced and 
Jand read. J 
Agreed to conſider to-morrow! the? rc fron the 
- Synod of Merſe and Teviotdale, and the Synod of Mo- 
ray, anent a national Faſt. And on Wedneſday, the 
overtures from the Synod of Perth and Stirling, and 
Synod of Fife, relating to the law of Patronage 
Report of the Committee of bills, called my produced, 
and read. 
Synod- books called tans che Synod-book of Glenelg and 
"Lothian and Tweedale produced, and Committees ap- 
pointed to reviſe the ſame; none of the other Synod- 
books were brought up: Reſolved that the reaſons for 
their abſence be enquired into. 
Agreed to conſider on Friday the cauſe of Moy, the cauſe 


_ of Dalton to- morrow, and the can of Cariphairn on 
. 


MR. 


ATA RES * 
— e 


p l 
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2 
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at 
| 
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An appeal of Bailie William Hutton merchant in Dun- 
fermline, againſt the Kirk-ſeſhon in Dunfermline, for 


refuſing to atteſt his commiſſion from the burgh of 
Dunfermline. Alſo an appeal of the Kirk-ſeſſion of 


Dunfermline, from a ſentence of the Synod of Fife, 


diſmiſung the whole proceedings of the Preſbyrery of 
n ee and pore of mp > arr 


5 Aa * + & + 


' Catldined. „ erm 5d zuods e9w379v0 v18q714q 
A petition for che Reverend: Mr Alexander Mekdriur i re- 

ſpecting his ordination; heard. The Aſſembly leave it to 
the Synedd af Fife to hear, the Preſtytery of St Andrews, 
nd. Mr. Meldrum. on the queſtion regarding his ordi- 
mation; but, in che mean time, remove the precluſion 
-: Pronounced-by the Sy nod, until the cauſe ſhall be deter- 

Mined, and, mean time, allow Mr Meldrum to exeroiſe 
U ithin chis Chutah, todptciat F e Spe 


- ordination; FTI; \ 119, 20 VF9TG 101 438094 


The Committee for reviſing cebit to meet to- mor- 


O mornmgca quarter before ten or Loa ee 
tee for overtures at ten. 1 i 


* 
1 , STEERED 
4 29% % 


Adjournment. | ri. 
erden e W May 27. 178. 2 5th, 
Sederunt. Ii 


$4 - 48 Sx #4 JI ** Wat 


New commiſſions e 2 


The objection to Lee the Univerlley of 
St Andrews, and from the min ot Dyſard and Kirk 
ecaldy, delayed till Friday. , 55 5281897 

The overtures from the Sy nah f Merds add Teviotdale, 
and Synod of Moray, — a national Faſt, de- 
lay ed till Thurſday morningngggg rio 


- An £6: wry of Dr William Bryden, miniſter of 'th&Gofpel 


at Dalton, againſt ſeveral interlocutors of the 8 5900 
of Dumfries, in the cauſe at the inſtance of the Pari. 
| ſhioners of Dalton againſt him; a petition from the 
Sy nod of Dumfries] and pariſh! us Walde and a pe- 
titien far Dr David Lamont, and Mr T homas: Smith, 
diſſenters and complainers againſt the fentence of the 
Synod, heard; the ſeveral articles conſidered one by 
one. As to the firft, uz. the ground of exeulpation 

offered by Dr Bryden, Wund not — to entitle 


$ht Kim 


4 : K \ | | | þ 
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Facts and circumſtances that may tend to alleviation or 
exculpation. As to the ſecond, the ſentences of the 
Preſbytery and Synod, repelling the objection ta Meſſrs 

Dickſon and Adam Richardſon judging in the cauſe, 


the ſentence of the Preſbytery, refuſing to authoriſe 
the neighbouring miniſters to diſpenſe ſealing ordi- 
nances to the Pariſhioners of Dalton, the * . 

firmed · ſaid ſenten cen 

The Committee on giublic-goodmpts appointed to ducet to- 

morrow morhiug at half paſt nine, in the Society Hall. 

The Committee on the Enzie fund mne che 


On a motion, the eee of bills appointed! to weet 
to:mirrow mornifig at half paſt ten o lock NA A 
The Committee on the window and houſe-tax renewed, 
8 wich the nſual powers. 8 35; 0e 1 5. 02 ofdgv91 44 
Adjournment. an 29103757 5113 19Hr) 102 81 98 0 


7. > ed 33 a * PRs 
een PRC Lode /t 10 50 4 DfHIS iB Do 16491135 


3113 Vd 03. 159195; 18.9 | Mays. 175. .. 
Sederain: 145 Ain lee 
New — 1c to Is: 8445 2 


Upon a motion by — Me Han a member of 
 the-Bociety. for. Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, the 
- Aﬀenibly continue the appointment made hy laſt Ge- 
neral Afſembly, for 4 collection fort tranſmitting and 


riſhes as have not yet made the collection 
Report of the Committee for bill called ha produced 
and read. a. MA Dit} 203 07-150; 


_ and ordered to he on the tablleee. 
Agreeable to a former reſolution, the Aſſembly proceeded 
to conſider the overtures from the Synod of yt, and 
Synod of Perth and Stirling, reſpecting the law of Pa- 
tronage; and, after reaſoning, two motions were made 
and ſeconded; 1ſt, To diſmiſs theſe overtures mplici- 
ter 3 Ad, That tlie Aſſembly will ordain all the Preſty- 

reries of this Church, having previouſly conſulted the 
landed intereſt upon the day when they-thall: chuſt a 
repreſentative to "ek Aſſembly; to take under their 


« of an a applications Parl:ament for a reſteration ef the 
mode 


him to a proof prior to a proof of the artieles of che 
| libel; but allowed Dr Bryden a conjunct proof of all 


reverſed.” As to the third, the) Aſſembly rejected the 
requiſition of an amendment of the libel, and addition 
to — liſt of witneſſes. And as to the appeal againſt 


u powers) io enn wh eee eee 


printing the Bible in the Galid language, on enn pa- 


The Froturutoe; Agent ana Printer 5.6compts, produced, | 


ſerious deliberation! this point, Whether cthoy-approve 


A 1 


The Synod-books of TW! amd of Angus and Mearns, 


Agreeable to a reſolution at a en diet, the Aſſembly 


An appeal of Mr Robert Affleck, Preacher of the Goff * 


The Committee for bills 9 to meet to-morrow 


te N ren 


Sederunt. 


| The objection to the Commiſſion from the Univerſity of 


AND ZT 1783. 


mode of ſettling miniſters eſtabliſhed by the act 1690; 
and that they return their opinion by their Commiſ- 
ſions to next Aſſembly, &c. The queſtion being put, 
the firſt motion carried, and the Aſſembly diſmiſſed 
the ſaid overtures ff impliciter. Againſt n ſeveral 
members diſſented. 
Upon a motion, the Committees for overtures ned bills 
appointed to meet to- morrow at half you ten o. clock. 
Nee r iN = 


b Moy 29. 1783. ET, 7th. 

Sederunt. LES. 

Several members us to the diſſent or Meese 
againſt the deciſion reſpecting the law of Patronage. 

The report of the Committee for a e overtures Was 
given in and read. 

The overture anent the ordination of Elders retranſnit- 


ted. Vide Printed Acts. 1 
produce. 


proceeded to conſider the overtures from the Synod of 
Merſe and Teviotdale, and Synod of Moray, anent the 
general Faſt. A morion made and agreed to by the | 
Aſſembly. Vide Printed Acts. 


againſt a ſentence of the Preſb) ytery of Kibemibught 
of date the 7th of May inſtant, heard; the ſentence of 
the Preſbytery of Kirkcudbright affirmed, finding the 
firſt, ſecond and fourth articles of the libel proved ; 
and, therefore, that Mr Affleck is unqualified to be, 
and cannot be ſettled as miniſter of Carſphairn, under 
the preſentation in his fayour; and recalling the licence 


given to the ſaid Mr Affleck, to be a Probationer or 
Preacher of the Church of Scotland, 4 


morning, at half pail 8 ten o clock. 39 01 8 


May 3 30. 2793 8755 845. 


Reſolved to conſider the petition of Mr James Lawſon, 
and Mr Fortune's cauſe, firſt to-morrow ; and next to 
theſe, the petition and repreſentation for the Synod of 
Perth, anent a proceſs againſt Mr Archibald Renny. 


St 9 along with the objection to the Cann 


fions 


. NV D. E X 1783. 


ſions from the burghs of Kirkcaldy and Dyſart, heard; 
the objections repelled, and the Commiſſions ſuſtained, 
in reſpect that the atteſtation by the Preſbytery in each, 
was according to the form laſt tranſmitted in 1769. 

An appeal of James M*Intoſh in Garbel, and others, He- 
ritors, Elders and Heads of Famihes of the united 
pariſhes of Moy and Dalaroſſie, againit a ſentence of 
the Synod of Moray, reverſing a ſentence of the Preſ- 
bytery of Inverneſs, depoſing Mr James MWntoſh, 
partly heard: Two motions were made and feconded ; 
1/, That in reſpect the whole proof not being printed, 
the members had not an opportunity of conſidering 
the ſame ; therefore, that the cauſe ſhould be referred 
to the Commiſhon. 24, That the Aſſembly proceed to 
hear and decide in the cauſe to-morrow. The queſtion 
being put, the ſecond motion carried. The Aſſembly, 
Therefore, agreed to hear and decide in the cauſe to- 
morrow ; and, for that purpoſe, appointed a Commit- 
tee of the whole houſe to meet to-morrow morning 

at nine o'clock. N 755 

Adjournment. 


2 May 31. 178 3. Sef}. 9th. 
Sederunt. V bs © 92 
Act approving of the accompt of Mr William Robertſon, 
Advocate, Procurator for the Church, and exonering 
and diſcharging Mr Robertſon of the ſum received by 
him, and appointing that het take credit in the next 
accompt, of the ſum of L. 13: 16: 2 Sterling, being 
the balance due to him. en 
Act approving of the accompt of Mr George Cairncroſs, 
Agent for the Church, and exonering and diſcharging 
Mr Cairncroſs of the ſum received by him, and ap- 
pointing that he debit himſelf in his next accompt, 
with the ſum of L. 29: 13: 10 Sterling, being the ba- 
lance due by him. e FREY 
The accompt of Mr James Dickſon, Printer for the 
Church, ordered to be paid. E: 
A report by the Procurator for the Church, relating to 
the public money, given in and read, and approved of 
by the Aſſembly; and the Aſſembly's thanks returned 
from the chair to the Procurator, for his diligence and 
aſſiduity in the affairs of the Church, and for his ha- 
ving ſo much reduced the debts due by the Church. 
A petition for Mr John Ewart miniſter at Traquair, era- 
ving aid out of the public funds, with the Procura- 
tor 's opinion thereon, produced and read, and the opi- 
nion approved of. 5 | E115 
Jͤ;— 
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The report of the viſitors of the Commiſſion Record gi- 
ven in, and read, and the Commiſſion's conduct ap- 
proved. The Aſſembly” s thanks given from the chair, 
to the Moderator of the Commiſſion, for their faith- 
fulneſs and diligence. in the affairs committed to them, 
and the book ordered to be atteſted. 
The report of the Committee for naming the members 
of the Commiſſion of this Aſſembly, and preparing in- 
ſtructions for them, given in, and approved of. 
The report of the viſitors of the Royal Bounty Regiſter 
called for; the conduct of the Managers approved of, 
and their book ordered to be atteſted. 
Committee named for managing the Royal Bounty this 
eat, with a commiſſion and inſtructions to them. 
The report of the Truſtees of the Widows Fund produ- 
ced, and ordered to lie on the table for the peruſal of 
4 members. S 
Delayed calling for the reports of the viſitors of the Sy- 
nod-books till Monday 
The report of the Committee of the whole houſe, on che 
cauſe at the inſtance of the Pariſhioners of Moy and 
Dalaroſſie againſt Mr James M*Intoſh, miniſter of theſe 
pariſhes, called for, produced and read; ; the Aſſembly 
- unanimouſly agreed thereto ; and therefore, the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly finding themſelves not ripe. to decide, 
whether the ſentence-of the Synod. ought to be affirm- 
ed or reverſed, in ref} pect that ſeveral material facts and 
circumſtances ſtated | in the libel have not been expiſca- 
ted, Remit the cauſe to the Preſbytery of Inverneſs, 
enjoining them to take ſuch methods as the laws of 
this Church preſcribe, for examining all the witneſſes 
mentioned in the declaration of ut, Sh Main, parti- 
. cularly thoſe who were at that time Teſiding 1 in or a- 
bout the; city of Edinburgh ; and enjoining all other 
f Judicatories of this Church, who may be called upon 
i DR, the Preſpytery of Inverneſs, to, co-operate with 
them in expiſcating the truth; and ſummoned the 
parties apaud. aa, to attend ſuch judicatories, when 
and where they ſhall be called: The Preſbytery of In- 
verneſs appointed to report ſuch additional proof to 
next General Aſſembly: Mr Muntoſh, in the mean 
5 time, ſuſpended from 3 55 exerciſe of his miniſtry till 
the meeting of next Aſſembly; recommending to the 
Preſbytery of Inverneſs, to take care that during that 
time the ordinances of religion be diſpenſed to the u- 
nitted pariſhes of Moy and Vang Ge: e Sas 911 


* 
* * 
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The petition of Mr Lawſon and of Mr Fortune, and the 
repreſentation and petition for the Synod of Perth, de- 
layed-till Mond? 8 

Adjournment. 7 


„ June 2. 1783. Seff. ult. 
Sederun ... wo rebs l | 
Reaſons of diſſent. againſt the ſentence paſſed on Wed- 
neſday laſt, on the-overtures reſpecting the law of Pa- 
tronage, given in, and openly read, and ordered to lie 
in retentis. tf oO ne pt Tb tiny 4 
Upon a motion by the agent for the purſuers.in the cauſe 
againſt Mr James M*Intoſh, the Aſſembly recommend- 
ec to the Procurator to concur in any application to 
the civil power made to him, to oblige witneſſes who 
ſhall be ſummoned, to give evidence in the ſaid cauſe. 
Liſt of Probationers produced, and ordered to be re- 
corded. boron vt. my 2 97 one ©. 
The Synod-books of Lothian and Tweedale, Fife and 
Angus, and Mearns, ; ordered to be atteſted. 
The excuſe of the viſitors. of the Synod-book of Glenelg, 
for not reviſing it, ſuſtained, and the Synod ordered 


to bring up their book to dex Aſſembl̃ : 

Act diſcharging Dr John Dryſdale's intromiſſions with 
the window and houſe-tax money, and ordering that 
Dr Dryſdale be accountable for the ſum of L. 5: 10 : 4 
Sterling, being the balance in his hands. 

The petition and repreſentation of the Synod of Perth, 
reſpecting a proceſs raiſed againſt Mr Ranny miniſter 
of Muckart, with regard to poors money, heard. 

The Procurator and Agent for the Church declared their 
willingneſs to give Mr Ranny all the aſſiſtance in their 
power. at 9% 2.7.07 , 

Upon a motion, the Clerk ordered to print off a new e- 
dition of the Forms of Commiſſions, printed formerly 
in the year 1769, in which the ſubſcription to each 

form is particularly marked, and to tranſmit them to 
Preſpyteries, Kirk-ſeſſions, Burghs and Univerkities, 
as ſoon as puſſibl. ETF pg AST 

The accompt of ſtationary ware due by the Clerks to John 
and Elphingſton Balfours, ordered to be paid. 

The accompt due to Meſſrs Fleming and Tennent, order- 
ed ta he hd... 05554 r 

The Committee on erecting new pariſhes in the High- 
lands and iſlands renewed; with the uſual powers. 
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The report of the Truſtees for Managing the Fund for a 
Proviſion to Miniſters Widows,' Gr. containing a ſtate 
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of the fund under their management, and an account 
of their proceedings ſince laſt Aſſembly, again called 
for, and ordered to be recorded in the ſeparate regi- 
ſter for that purpoſe; the thanks of the houſe given to 
Dr Webſter, for his extraordinary diligence and fide- 
lity in his attention to ſaid fund. | 


An appeal of Mr James Lawſon, ſtudent in Divinity, a- 


gainſt a ſentence of the preſbytery of Auchterarder, re- 
fuſing him a certificate, and likewiſe refuſing him ori- 
ginals or extracts of papers on the Preſbytery's record, 
relative to his cauſe, heard. The ſentence of the preſ- 
bytery affirmed, 16 far as it reſpects the certificates de- 
- manded by Mr Lawſon ; Mr Lawſon allowed full ex- 
tracts of every thing on the record of the Preibytery, 
relating to his cauſe, but no partial extracts; and if 
he aſk papers that lie 27 however 5 ſhall have atteſted 


copies -of them. 14 33: 


et e a motion, the Aſſembly agtoi that the 1 


Solicitor or Agent, ſhall be added immediately af- 

ter the words, Counſel or Procurators,” in the 4th 
act of Aſſembly 1751, and ordered, chat the ſaid act, 
with this addition, ſhould be printed along: with the 3 
acts of this Aſſembly. Vide Printed Acts. 


A appel ef hir Janbe Pörsuneh Masser ir Divinity, 4 


gainſt a ſentence of the Synod of Lothian and Tweedale, 5 
affirming a ſentence of the Preſbytery of Edinburgh, 
refuſing to take Mr Fortune on trials, heard. Ihe 
ſentence of the Synod reverſed, and remitted to the 
Preſbytery of Edinburgh to take Mr Fortune upon | 
trials, or to aſſign the cauſes of their refuſal. 


All cauſes before this Aſſembly, and not eme e by 


them, and cauſes remitted by former Aſſemblies, and 
not determined, referred to the Commiſſion, with power 
to them to judge and — determine en 


Proteſtations admitted. | 
A Committee named to reviſe PE minutes 10 r Aſſem- = 


bly's proceedings at this and all the other diets: there- 
of, and to pitch upon ſuch of the Acts of Aſſembly as 
are to be ſtanding rules, in order to their being printed. 


The minutes of this day's ſederunt were read; the minutes 


of former ſederunts Being 8 . at the diers neee 
thereto. I 


The Moderator's Woch to a Genen Aſſembly, and 


his Majeſty's Commiſſioner. - 


The Lord Commiſſioner's ſpeech to the Aſſembly. 
Act appointing next diet of Aſſembl yx. "i 
The Aſſembly concluded * TEA and gies a Pham 


